AANA Journal course: advanced scientific concepts: update for nurse anesthetists--anesthesia for patients on anticholinesterase and antiepileptic drugs.
Patients with neurologic diseases who require surgery may present the anesthetist with special challenges related to their pharmacotherapy. It is well established that such therapy may alter these patients' otherwise normal response to anesthesia. There are many classes of drugs utilized and this AANA Journal course addresses the pharmacokinetic, pharmacodynamic, and anesthetic implications of anticholinesterase and antiepileptic drugs.